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SUBJECT: REPORTED SEIZURE OE YACHT SLYVIA 

1. AT 1410 HOURS LOCAL, 19 NOVEMBER 1975, EMBASSY MARINE SECURITY 
GUARD RECEIVED A BADLY GARBLED TELEPHONE CALL EROM A MAN IDENTIFYING 
HIMSELF AS A MR. CHAMPION, CALLING FROM SUEZ CITY. CHAMPION STATED 
HE HAD JUST LANDED HIS YACHT, THE POLACK (SPELLING UNCERTAIN) AT SUEZ 
CITY AFTER HAVING SAILED NORTH THROUGH THE RED SEA. CHAMPION STATED 
THAT POLACK HAD STARTED THROUGH THE RED SEA WITH ANOTHER BOAT, THE 
SYLVIA, ON BOARD WHICH WERE THREE AMERICAN AND TWO BRITISH CITIZENS. 
POLACK PUT INTO AN UNIDENTIEIED PORT EOR EUEL AND SUPPLIES WHILE 
THE SYLVIA CONTINUED NORTH. RADIO CONTACT WAS MAINTAINED BETWEEN THE 
TWO BOATS AND SYLVIA REPORTED THAT HER MAST (POSSIBLE GARBLE) HAD BEE 
N 

DAMAGED AND THAT SYLVIA WAS GOING TO PUT INTO AN ISLAND (POSSIBLE 
GARBLE) AT LATITUDE 26 14N/LONGITUDE 36 26E EOR REPAIRS. 

ACCORDING TO CHAMPION, SYLVIA THEN RADIOED THAT SHE WAS BEING 
BOARDED BY MEN FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED GUNBOAT. CHAMPION 
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SAID THE YACHT SYLVIA HAD BEEN HELD SIX DAYS AT GUNPOINT AT 
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WAJH (INDICATING DATE OF INCIDENT AS 13 NOVEMBER). 

2. LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE GIVEN ABOVE PLOT IN IMMEDIATE VICINITY 
OF SMARM WAJH ON SAUDI ARABIAN COAST. CHAMPION DID NOT INDICATE 
WHAT, IF ANY, FLAG POLACK AND SYLVIA WERE FLYING DURING TRANSIT. 

3. CHAMPION LEFT TELEPHONE NUMBER IN SUEZ CITY WHERE HE SAID 

HE COUED BE CONTACTED. EMBASSY, HOWEVER, HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE 
TO CONTACT HIM BY TELEPHONE. WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO DO SO. 

4. FOR AMEMBASSY JIDDA: REQUEST ADVISE ANY INFORMATION ON SUBJECT 
HELD BY YOU. 
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